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Mom,

Thank you for your gentle ways,

to teach me love, understanding, and patience.
Thank you for your sacrifices,

so that T may have what I need.
Thank you for your strength,

to teach me to face adversity.
Thank you for your loving care,

to help me grow and become who T am.
Thank you for Life,

so that I may fulfill God's will.

Happy Mother's Day!

Prayer Walk Celebrated Life

Each of the seven Sundays in facility, the Women's Med Centerminated with food and fellow-

Lent several hundred people on Jefferson Ave. Area high ship at Burnet Woods, where

spent the afternoon participating schools and other organizations each of the Sunday vigils had

in a prayer walk around abor- were represented on different begun and ended.

tionist Martin Haskell's abortion Sundays, with all available par-

ticipants coming together for the A group of devoted pro-life

final walk on Palm Sunday. Cincinnati activists organized the
event. Supporting organizations

Palm Sunday's vigil included a included Right to Life of Greater

Jericho march encircling the Cincinnati, Knights of

abortion center seven times, withColumbus, Black Americans for

participants holding palm Life, Pregnancy Center West,

branches brought from their Pregnancy Center East, and Old

churches to add to the celebra- St. Mary's Pregnancy Center.

tion of life. The celebration cul-
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Cincinnati Resolution Supports Ban

for Congressman Steve Chabot's federal partial birth abortion ban legislation. Councilman Chris Mon
sored the resolution, ensuring that Cincinnati has a documented position on this legislation curren
nation's spotlight.

erences to the partial birth abortion procedure's developer, Martin Haskell, who operates the Wom
Center on Jefferson Ave. in Cincinnati. Voting for the resolution were Paul Booth, John Cranley, Pat
Chris Monzel, and James Tarbell; against, Minette Cooper, David Crowley, David Pepper, and Alicia

Cincinnati attorney, Alphonse Gerhardstein.
show support for a ban on partial birth abortion. City Council members who voted in favor of this re

demonstrated positive leadership in their recognition of the seriousness of violent destruction of a
developed child up until the moment of birth.

Wednesday, March 19, 2003, Cincinnati City Council passed city Res. No. 0033-2003, which lends suppc

vel spo
lly in t

The resolution passed 5-4 on a second round of voting for a revised resolution, which did not include re

en's M
DeWine
Reece

Preliminary statements for the resolution were limited to a representative each from seven Cincinnati pri
life organizations, including Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati. A statement against was presented by

Because of the city's association with Haskell, Cincinnati had the unique opportunity and responsibility t

solutior
ate-ter

Read the resolution on the Right to Life web site at www.cincinnatirighttolife.org/Newsandviews.asp.

More Pastors to Praise Greater Cincinnati or University of Notre Dame indi-
We are happy to list additional pastors who have beéfuals who have provided exemplary, life-long serv-

nominated for recognition through our Pastor Prai€ to humanity.”
program, which affirms pastors who stand assertively Dr. Willke continues as a board member
for pro-life issues from the pulpit and in other way&incinnati Right to Life and is president

for
of

These pastors have been recognized since our latgrnational Right to Life based in the Netherlands, as
newsletter: Rev. Erwin J. Bertke (actively retired), Stell as the Life Issues Institute here in Cincinnati. He
Lawrence, Cinti; Rev. Thomas Dennemann, St. Aitill be the speaker for Cincinnati Right to Life's

Groesbeck; Rev. Thomas Espelage, St. John Banquet for Life, October 9, 2003.

Evangelist, Deer Park; Rev. Terence Hamilton, w
Vincent Ferrer; Rev. Gerard Hiland, St. Louis/9

Philomena; Rev. Paul Huber (actively retired),  May: Right to Life’s Annual Flower Sale.

Xavier; Pastor Paul Lehenbauer (act.ively retirel May 17: Ken Overberg, S.J. signs copies of Creating
Peace Lutheran and Grace Evangelical Luther|a Culture of Life at InnerVisions in the morning and
Weston, OH; Rev. Ken Overberg, Dept. of Theolod St. Francis Bookshop in the afternoon

Xavier University; Rev. David Sunberg, St. Elizabe May 24: Life Run/Walk (see page 8)

Ann Seton.
Dr. Willke Honored June: National Abortion Awareness Month for the

Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati founder, Dr. John African American Community

Willke received the 2003 Exemplar Award from th July 3-5: Nat’l RTL Convention, St. Louis

Notre Dame Club of Greater Cincinnati March 1{ www.nrlc.org

2003. This award was established to "promote and H Oct 9: Right to Life Banquet for Life, 7 p.m., Hyatt
up as an example the ideals and achievementq Regency, Cincinnati
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DR. WILLKE WRITES <£S>

KUDOS TO Pediatrics have released a well-documented
CHABOT, DEWINE, report indicating that less than 10% cerebral palsy
AND VOINOVICH: cases are caused by lack of oxygen to an infant’s
Cincinnati, Ohio and the brain during labor and delivery. It found that most
entire pro-life move- children with cerebral palsy experienced "pre-natal
ment in the United problems" such as, "infection in the pregnant woman,
States have reason to beclotting disorders and strokes that could damage
immensely proud of brains long before labor begins." According to this
Cincinnati’'s report, most cerebral palsy cases are completely

Congressman Steve unpreventable and have nothing to do with good prac-

Chabot and Ohio Senators Mike DeWine and Georg&e or malpractice by the obstetrician during labor
Voinovich. Chabot authored the partial birth abortiorand delivery. Suing obstetricians for alleged malprac-
ban legislation that was recently passed in the Sendiee during labor and delivery resulting in cerebral
He is leading the charge for its passage in the U.S. palsy has been lucrative for trial lawyers. It will be
House. Senators Mike DeWine and George Voinovidhieresting to see the effect of this prestigious report,
along with Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) and othergihich vindicates what most Ob-Gyn specialists have
introduced the bill in the Senate. DeWine and known all along. lew York Times, 2-26-03)
Voinovich eloquently defended the pro-life ethic on
the floor of the Senate, demolishing arguments for ULTRASOUND BILL IN CONGRESS: A bill has
amendments that would have gutted the ban. You caeen introduced in the U.S. House to partially fund
read DeWine and Voinovich's remarks on our web sttee purchase of ultrasound machines for pregnancy
(www.cincinnatirighttolife.org). help centers. The bill would appropriate $3 million,

which would provide up to half of the cost of ultra-
FIRST DOLLY, NOW MATILDA: Dolly was the  sound equipment. This money would go only to non-
first cloned sheep to survive, the only one of 277  profit centers that do not charge for services. This
tries. She developed progressive premature arthritiswould benefit the average pregnancy help center and
other signs of premature aging, and then progressivetally exclude abortion facilities because all of them
lung disease—all common in a sheep nearing the ecbarge for services, though many of them are techni-
of an average 11 to 12 year life span. But Dolly wascally non-profit. The sponsor of the bill is Rep. Cliff
only six when she was euthanized for these incurabtearns (R-FL).
illnesses. Matilda was Australia’s first cloned sheep,
who was younger than Dolly. One week after Dolly'sCOLLEGES INFLUENCE STUDENTS ON
death, Matilda died suddenly on February 19. ABORTION: A UCLA survey of 38 of the nation’s
Premature sudden death has frequently been reported0 Catholic colleges has been published. It reports
for cloned mammals. The technique used to create that in all four years of undergraduate school,
both of these sheep is exactly the same technique Catholic students at Catholic colleges are more pro-
being proposed for human cloning—both "research'life than those in non-sectarian schools. However,

cloning, sometimes called "clone and kill," and 38% Catholic freshmen at these colleges thought
"reproductive” cloning, which would bring a cloned abortion should be legal, but by their senior year 52%
human to term and birth. were pro-abortion. The pro-abortion percentages at

non-sectarian schools were 50% going in and 65% as
CEREBRAL PALSY NOT CAUSED BY CHILD- seniors. The Cardinal Newman Society, which is dedi-
BIRTH: The American College of Obstetricians andcated to reinforcing the religious identity of Catholic
Gynecologists and the American Academy of colleges, criticized the survey. The Society stated that

DR. WILLKE WRITES continued next page



DR. WILLKE WRITES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

the schools selected for this survey were primarily liIBSSAULT RAPE PREGNANCY? Planned
eral Catholic colleges that hardly deserve the name Parenthood president, Gloria Feldt, has stated, "Of the
Catholic anymore. The director of the UCLA Institutdyundreds of thousands of women who are raped or
William Korn, agreed saying, "If all Catholic collegessexually assaulted in the U.S. each year, it is estimat-
had been surveyed, the changes observed would preththat 32,000 become pregnant.” Yet firm statistics
ably be less.” On the positive side, the changes werghow that in the entire United States in one year no
not all negative. Eight percent of Catholics who wenmore that 500 women become pregnant from assault
to non-sectarian colleges and 16% of those at Cathaéipe. Another claim is that, "The morning-after pill,
colleges said that they graduated with "much strongeken within 72 hours of unprotected sex, can reduce
religious beliefs and convictions" than they had as the risk of pregnancy by as much as 89%." Yet the
entering freshmen. fact is that the overwhelming majority of times the
pill is taken it isn't needed because the woman is not
VAGINA MONOLOGUESAT XU: Three showings fertile during that particular encounter. But if fertiliza-
of a student production of thégina Monologues tion has occurred, the great majority of times the pill
was scheduled for Xavier University in March. Eightprevents implantation of the human embryo, which
days before the performances word leaked out, incltigen dies. For a small percentage, the pill might pre-
ing information from the officiaVagina Monologues  vent fertilization of an ovum that may be released
web site (www.vaginamonologues.com). The web sig@me days after the event. This could be a small per-
extols this dramatic production and lists the titles of centage, but no more than that.
the seventeen monologues, most which cannot be
printed in this newsletter. Some tamer examples areKUCINICH FOR PRESIDENT: Cleveland, Ohio
"If Your Vagina Got Dressed, What Would It Wear?" Congressman Dennis Kucinich has announced that he
"My Angry Vagina," "My Vagina Was My Village."  will throw his hat in the ring for the Democrat nomi-
Funds from the production are to go to an agency thetion for the presidency. In his previous political
helps prevent violence towards women, even thougleareers, as mayor of Cleveland and most recently as a
focus on women's bodies and sexuality is demeaningpngressman, he has been pro-life. In 1996, for
to women and is known to cause such violence.  instance, when running for the U.S. House, he said, "I
This play has no place on a Catholic campus. A believe that life begins at conception.” Now that he’s
few days before the scheduled performances, universining on the Democrat ticket, Kucinich has changed
ty president, Father Mike Graham, investigated and his position 180 degrees, stating, "As president, |
then cancelled the shows, generating an outpouringvaduld protect abortion and would make sure that
gratitude from those supporting a decision of integrigppointees to the Supreme Court protect that right."
However, a tenured professor announced that she
would use her academic freedom to present the mo@&THOLIC POSITION REMAINS FIRM: The
logues in her class. She was then permitted to conddoiman Catholic Church has insisted that Catholic
this "class" in the student center auditorium, where politicians "have a grave and clear obligation to
the Vagina Monologues were shown several times.  oppose any law that attacks human life." This unam-
Planned Parenthood is a primary advocate for thisguous teaching was documented in an 18-page
show, encouraging an annual V-Day on campuses "Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the
across the nation. This year Planned Parenthood Participation of Catholics in Political Life," prepared
included in its support the targeting of religiously by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and
affiliated hospitals that do not provide emergency issued by the Vatican on January 1, 2003. The docu-
contraception to sexual assault victims (see www.plament, approved by Pope John Paul I, observes that "a
nedparenthood.org/vox/vday.html). kind of cultural relativism exists today, evident in the
The Vagina Monologues have also been presentedconceptualization and defense of an ethical plural-
on other Catholic university campuses in the countrysm," but affirms that Catholic legislators "cannot
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DR. WILLKE WRITES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
compromise" on a "correct understanding of the ~ "There is only one reply to a request for a higher
human person" and must "defend the basic right of birthrate among the intelligent, and that is to ask the
life from conception to natural death." In so doing, government to first take the burden of the insane and
they must also "recall the duty to respect and protedeeble minded from your back. [Mandatory]
the rights of the embryo." The document states that Sterilization for these is the answer."
for legislators, as for every Catholic, it is impossible
to promote laws which attack human life, or to vote CONGENITAL PROBLEMS WITH IVF: In Vitro
for them. However, an elected official may licitly supFertilization has become a very common procedure
port proposals aimed at limiting the harm done by aworldwide. Enough babies have now been born via
permissive abortion law when "it is not possible to this process that some studies have been done on
overturn or completely repeal a law allowing abortiofarge groups. The findings are somewhat disturbing,
which is already in force or coming up for a vote." because it seems there are more problems with these
(News report and original Vatican document from  babies than those conceived and born naturally. A
Zenit, 16 Januarynternational Herald Tribune, and  study from The Netherlands shows that the risk of

SPUC 17 January.) retinoblastoma, a malignant tumor in the eye, is up to
seven times greater among children conceived by IVF.
PRO-LIFE FEMINIST LEGACY CONTINUES: In Britain, researchers have found a greater risk of

Susan B. Anthony is known as the first feminist in Beckwith-Wiedemann Syndrome (birth defects and
American history. Unlike today’s radical feminists, childhood cancer). In addition to these structural prob-
Anthony called abortion "child murder," and wrote, lems, functional problems have been identified. IVF
"No matter what the reason, if love of ease, or desirbabies are twice as likely to need neurological thera-
to save from suffering the unborn innocent, a womapy, with the most common diagnosis being cerebral
is awfully guilty who commits the deed. It will burdempalsy (3.7 times more common). The second most
her conscience in life. It will burden her soul in deatikommon neurological problem, developmental delay,
But, oh, thrice guilty is he who drove her to the des-was increased four-fold in IVF children. No causative
peration which impelled her to the crime." Anthony reasons for these problems were suggested.
considered abortion a form of oppression and a bur-
den to women. For her, full equality for women meatMVOMEN'S RIGHT TO KNOW" NOW LAW IN
the elimination of abortion. WV: West Virginia now has a women'’s right-to-know
Today, an organization called the Susan B. law that requires an abortionist to offer women print-
Anthony List works to elect pro-life women to the ed materials regarding abortion risks and procedures
U.S. Congress. Jane Abraham, president of the Susalus fetal development "in person, by mail or over the
B. Anthony List, states, "We are proud to continue oliternet." And it requires the abortionist to tell her the
namesake’s pro-life legacy by supporting pro-life  estimated gestational age of her baby. The law permits
women running for public office. Susan B. Anthony women seeking abortions to file suit against doctors
was a champion for the dignity and rights for all. Thiwho do not provide the required information before
position was seamless. She felt strongly that unborrthe abortion. It also requires abortionists to file sever-
children should be protected. This was a truly pro- al reports with the state health department. West
woman position." Virginia's pro-abortion governor, Bob Rise (D),
Another up and coming organization that also folepposed the bill but allowed it to become law without
lows the tradition of Susan B. Anthony is the activelyis signature.
pro-life Feminists for Life (www.feministsforlife.org).

Check out the latest news and best life links at
SELECTIVE POPULATION CONTROL: Planned

Parenthood founder, Margaret Sanger, stated the fg WWW.CinCinnatirighttolife.org
lowing in herBirth Control Review of October 1926:




RIthZLIfe Office Notes

Paula Westwood, Executive Director

Normalizing Suicide investing in companies that could be  tanced themselves from embryonic stem
Oregon has the infamous reputation as supporting the abortion industry as well cell research. This is another example of
the first and currently only state to legal-as other questionable practices. Its webthe trend for private institutions to move
ize assisted suicide via lethal medicatiorsite states: "The Timothy Plan avoids away from such research toward adult
The original reason for this legislation investing in companies that are involvedstem cell research, which is yielding
was to give people an option when fac- in practices contrary to Judeo-Christian positive results. For further information,
ing great pain before death or terminal principles. Our goal is to recapture tradiLife Decisions International provides on

illness, i.e., a presumed way to die with tional American values. We are its web site a list of organizations and
dignity. Thirty-eight people ended their America's first pro-life, pro-family, bibli- institutions on record for supporting fed-
lives under this law in 2002. However, cally-based mutual fund group." eral funding of embryonic stem cell

84% of those who did stated that they Additional information, as well as a research (www.fightpp.org/show.cfm?
most feared loss of autonomy, inability downloadable prospectus is available page=stem_cell).

to participate in enjoyable activities, andfrom this site. As with any investment N

loss of bodily functions—not the desire venture, no matter how positive, rememMore Positive Turnabout

to diminish pain and suffering. Inthe  ber to research carefully (www. The Walt Disney Company and

five years since assisted suicide was  timothyplan.com, 800/846-7526). American Express are now off Life
legalized in Oregon, sixteen people died Decisions International's boycott list for
in 1998, 27 in both 1999 and 2000, 21 iNVhat Price Vanity? companies that contribute to Planned

2001, and 38 last year. U.S. Attorney ~ Oral contraceptives are being prescribedParenthood. Credit for these companies’
General John Ashcroft is challenging  to treat teen acne. However, disturbing positive funding decisions is credited in
this law before the 9th U.S. Circuit statistics from some studies indicate a part to the tenacity of those who would
Court of Appeals, with a decision Iink between the pill a_nd breast cancer, not give up on possible change.
expected this summer. Oregon's law an#ith & much greater risk for a woman

the court's subsequent determination wilvho has taken the pill for four or more Showers for Centers

influence how other states handle this Years before the birth of her first child. A baby shower campaignis a great way

life issue. One of several information sources is thé®r schools, churches, businesses, and
book, Breast Cancer: ItsLink to other organizations to raise fu_nds or col-

Life Issues Degrees Abortion and the Birth Control Pill by~ lect needed supplies and equipment for

Master's Divinity University in Dr. Chris Kahlenborn (available from  area pregnancy care centers. All that's

Evansville, IN now offers a Life-Issues www.omsoul.com). Another wrinkle is  involved is some publicity, a drop-off or
Counseling university degree program. that though contraceptives might be precollection day and place, and the choice
To earn the degree, students choose a scribed for non-sexual reasons, young Of a care center to benefit. Some organ-
degree in either practical ministry or ~ women might be subtly encouraged to izers even end their campaign with a

biblical studies, with a major in life be sexually active or preyed upon by  baby-shower-theme party, including
issues counseling. Courses cover bibli- those who know they are "protected.” 9games and refreshments. You can always
cally based approaches to post-abortion call our office if you need references for
counseling, bioethics, abortion, death ~ Truth for Teens _ a care center(s) to support.

and grief, and more. More information ig3lack Friday is the fourth novel in a _

available from www.mdivs. new Soul Survivor fiction series for ~ So Small Yet So Big
edu/lifeissuescounseling.html. teens, written by ultra-successful Left ~Before Their Time: Lessonsin Living

Additionally, Franciscan University at ~ Behind series author, Tim LaHaye, and from Those Born Too Soon, by Daniel
Steubenville, Ohio offers a minor pro-  Youth culture specialist, Bob DeMoss.  Taylor and Ronald Hoekstra, M.D. docu-
gram in Human Life Studies. Example The book presents the truth regarding ments the critical moments, days, and
course titles include Life Issues and  the abortion industry in a fictional settingnonths of six actual children born pre-
Human Dignity, Life Issues and the  for readers who are in the age group formaturely—all with different stories.
Family, Life Issues and the Law, etc.  teen pregnancies and crisis choices. All Réaders become part of these little ones

More information on this degree is availP00ks in the series have received high precarious world, on edge for news of
able at www.franuniv.edu praise. each miraculous development and out-

feci come. This touching and powerful book
fadmissionsfucatalog/degrees/his htm. Seeing the Light reminds us of God's infinite care for the
Pro-Life Investing Despite earlier agendas otherwise, bothtiniest among us. (InterVarsity Press,
The Timothy Plan is a mutual fund that the American Cancer Society and the  www.ivpress.com, mail@ivpress.com).
offers pro-life investors a way to avoid American Heart Association have dis-
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Oratory Contest Participants Uphold Life

Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati's Oratoryprize at the state level is an all-expense paid trip to
Contest was conducted Thursday, March 13 aimpete at the national level at the National Right to
Immaculate Conception Academy. Ten high schddfe Convention in St. Louis in July.
juniors and seniors participated. The Right to Life Oratory Contest is a valuable

The students presented original speeches addreggortunity for students nearing college-age to prepare
ing different aspects of abortion, which were judgedclear defense of pro-life principles. Right to Life of
according to best introduction, content, presentati@reater Cincinnati conducts this area's contest every
and conclusion. Judges for the event were J. Patyelar in March.

Conroy, President, Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati;
Jana Widmeyer, Chair Ohio Right to Life PAC; and
Bob Notton, Sales Consultant, Toyota.

The winners were:
= First — Alicia Morris, Senior, Home School
= 2nd — Christina Gebel, Senior, St. Ursula Academy
= 3rd — Beth Lichter, Junior, Immaculate Conception

Academy
= 4th — Celeste Morris, Junior, Home School

First place winner, Alicia Morris, addressed post
abortion effects on men using scenarios of three fathe X - Fod My Cole, Jean Jainal.
; ; ; ront row |-r: Monica Federspiel, Mary Cole, Jean Jainal
whose children are aborted. She will compete in th hristina Gebel. Back row: Ava Straight, Laura Reist, Beth
Ohio Oratory Contest in Columbus on April 26th. First ichter, Mike Brune, Alicia Morris, Celeste Morris.

Poster Contest Response Outstanding

Students in grades K-8 from public, private, and home schools participated in Right to Life of Greater Cincinnat
First Annual Poster Contest. One hundred and six excellent posters were received—a35 from the Kindergarten thro
2nd grade category, 29 from 3rd-5th grade, and 42 from 6th through 8th grade.

Posters were created using all types of medium—crayon, colored pencil, collage, etc. Participants displayed mi
creativity plus sensitivity to this year's pro-life theme "We Will Not Forget The Children."

Judges for the contest were Karen Byrne, Graphic Artist, Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati; Mary Clark, Right t
Life Board Member and Secretary and Home School Instructor; and Karen Placke, Art Instructor, Bridgetown Junic
High School. A $25 cash prize was awarded to one winner in each of the three categories, and all participants rece
certificates of achievement.

The winners werésee below from left to right)
= K-2nd: Patrick and Denny Renner, 1st grade, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
= 3rd-5th: Holly Ann Reckers, 3rd grade, Our Lady of Visitation
= 6th-8th: Kathleen Ollhoff, 6th grade, Home School

The Right to Life Poster Contest is one of several commemorative activities highlighting this 30th year of oppos
tion to theRoe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision. All posters will be displayed at the 2003 Banquet for Life, October
9at the Hyatt Regency .mcmnatl — |
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21st Annual Life Walk/Run P

On Saturday, May 24, 10 a.mat Mt. Airy Forest, mothers, fathers, children, and gr /A————==—712\
parents of all ages will be running, walking, jogging, and wheeling (wheelchairs, strol [r(?,gm
wagons) to publicly express their support of life. Awards will be given for all age cate| i ——— —————
and each person registered will be eligible to win prizes donated by local merchants and friends of life.

To enter clip the coupon below and send it, with the appropriate registration fee, to Mrs. D.M. Koehler, 81
Tivoli Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 4524@®lease make checks payable to Right to Life
INDIVIDUAL ENTRY $9 (no shirt), $15 (with shirt)FamiLy ENTRY* (3 or more): $15 (no shirts)
*Family entries: Each family member must fill out separate entry forms and send them together in the same envelope. &hirts may
purchased at an additional $10 per shirt with pre-registration.

Pre-registration entries must be postmarked by May 20, 2003. All participants pick up their packets at th:
Stone Steps Ridge reserved area in Mt. Airy Forest. Race Day Registration: 8-9:30 AM, Stone Steps Ridge
reserved are&eT $25IN SPONSOR DONATIONS AND RECEIVE A FREE LIFE RUN T-SHIRT.

The proceeds of this event will benefit Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati, Inc. For more information, con-
tact Rose Gerrard, 513/232-2237, or Jill Koehler, 513/671-3174.

Name Catagory Shirt size
Address 0 Male O small O medium
CSz O Female a3 large 0 x-large
Phone Age

Right to Life and Sponsors are not responsible for any damages or actions that may occur during this event.

Signature .. Parent's Signature (ifunder18) __________________________
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