
Cincinnati Right to Life opened the month of
October with events to mark Respect Life Month. On
Friday, October 5, we sponsored “An Evening for
Life”, our second annual fundraising banquet, which
was sold out again this year. A capacity crowd of 600
joined our Honorary Chairs Anne and Bill Burleigh
and this year’s Life Award recipients Mary and John
McCormick for this inspirational dinner held at the
Sharonville Convention Center.

WCPO TV News Anchor Brian Patrick served as
the Emcee for the evening and opened the event by
leading us in singing “God Bless America.” The ban-
quet program included Rev. Myra Ary of the
Sharonville United Methodist Church, Father John
Putka of the University of Dayton, and Jaimie Yoho, a
young singer with the teen ministry Mishpachah. Our
keynote speaker was David C. Reardon, Ph.D., a bio-
medical ethicist whose work focuses on the aftereffects
of abortion on women.

The weekend for life continued on Saturday with
an Expo and Seminar. The Respect Life Expo show-
cased the work of a number of area respect for life
organizations: pregnancy help centers, maternity
homes, adoption agencies, etc. This free event
focused on families and included entertainment, door

prizes, and food, along with practical information to
raise awareness about respect for life resources in our
region. Special thanks to the sponsors of this event:
Cincinnati Right to Life Educational Foundation, the
Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati,
1050 AM WTSJ Radio, Chick-fil-A, and Pepsi.

Concurrently with the Expo, Cincinnati Right to
Life and Physicians for Life sponsored a professional
development seminar for lawyers, doctors and clergy.
Friday’s banquet speaker Dr. Reardon, along with legal
expert John Kindley, Esq. and Georgette Forney, Exec-
utive Director of the National Organization of
Episcopalians for Life, spoke on post abortion medical,
legal, and ethical issues.

An Evening for Life - A Grand Event
by Jana Morford Widmeyer

Honorees Mary & John McCormick with Anne & Bill Burleigh.
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WE WISH TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHO GAVE A GIFT
IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF YOUR LOVED ONES.

Happy Anniversary to:
70th Joseph & Ann Keller
50th Larry & Helen Keckeis

Mr. & Mrs. George Riestenberg
Mr. & Mrs. John Kaine
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Whitaker
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Landenwitch

40th Dr. & Mrs. John Gillen

Wedding gift to:
Robert & Ruth Schindler

In Honor of:
Fr. Paul Huber - 90th birthday, 70 years as Jesuit, 50th
year at St. Xavier Church 
Golden & Diamond Jubilarians of the Sisters of Charity

In Memory of:

If you would like to honor a loved one with a gift to Right to Life, simply send your donation to our office, 1802
W. Galbraith Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45239. Please include the person’s name you are honoring, their address and the
occassion. 

If you are sending a memorial gift, please include the person’s name and the name and address of the person you
would like notified. 

We will send a card to the person honored or their family without mentioning the donation amount.  
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VICTORY FOR FREEDOM
OF SPEECH: In September, the
Fourth Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals affirmed a lower court
decision striking down a federal
election commission regulation.
It had rather expansively defined

express advocacy, in a similar fashion to the proposed
McCain-Finegold “election reform” bill. If allowed, this
would have placed additional restrictions upon speech prior
to elections. The court found the regulation “blatantly
unconstitutional” and that it would kill public debate con-
cerning significant issues. This is the third time such a reg-
ulation has been found unconstitutional by a federal court.
The pro-life attorney on the case, James Bopp, stated that
the decision is “overwhelming reaffirmation of the right of
our citizens to engage in political speech, a right which lies
at the core of our protected first amendment liberties.”

ABORTIONIST HASKELL SUED: A suit filed in Hamil-
ton County Common Pleas Court against Martin Haskell,
the late term abortionist, has come to our attention. It states
that he botched an abortion he was performing on a local
woman, causing her to undergo a second abortion to com-
plete the first, and all of this without her written consent.
The woman is not being named, but the monetary damages
requested are substantial.

OHIO BILL TO LIMIT USE OF RU 486: Representative
Tom Brinkman (R) and a bipartisan group of lawmakers
have introduced a bill to place restrictions on the use of RU
486. According to the bill it can only be “given, sold, dis-
pensed, administered, otherwise provided or prescribed by
a physician who has determined in good faith and in the
exercise of reasonable medical judgment that the life or
physical health of the pregnant woman is in danger.” It
could also be used if she has a “document that states that a
psychiatrist has conducted a professional assessment of the
pregnant woman’s mental or emotional condition and has
determined that abortion by RU 486 is necessary.”

BECOME A PARENT? The Supreme Court of New Jer-
sey has ruled that a New Jersey man cannot go against his
ex-wife’s wishes and implant the embryos he conceived
with her through invitro fertilization into another woman
nor may he donate them to another couple. His former wife
wanted the embryos destroyed so that she would not

“become a parent against her wishes.” This is the fourth
such judicial ruling and it seems that a significant precedent
has been established for future cases. 

One comment is certainly in order. She did not want to
“become a parent”. Correction, she already is a parent.
Those tiny embryos are her children. She simply does not
want them to be given a chance to develop and to be born.

RESPONSIBLE STEM CELL RESEARCH: Sen. John
Ensign (R-NV) introduced the Responsible Stem Cell
Research Act of 2001 (S.1349). This would allocate $275
million of federal funding for adult stem cell research and
establish a national stem cell donor bank. This development
puts funding where responsible research should be and does
it without violating any ethical standards.

SHAME ON U. OF DAYTON: The University of Dayton
gave former U.S. Senator John Glenn its “Leadership with
Virtue Award.” Glenn served for 24 years in the U.S. Sen-
ate, voting pro-abortion 120 out of 122 votes. The president
of the Cardinal Newman Society, dedicated to strengthen-
ing Catholic identity in Catholic colleges, stated, “Today
many Catholics are ashamed of one of our own Catholic
institutions. At a time when America is under the shadow of
terrorist killings of innocent people and the prospect of
more violence, UD chose to honor a man partly responsible
for the deaths of millions of America’s pre-born children.
The shadows grow even darker in Dayton today.”

A NEW IUD: Burlex laboratories has applied to the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration for approval for a new
intrauterine “contraceptive” device. It is called the Mirena
Levonorgestrel Intrauterine System (IUS). They are trying
to change the terminology from IUD, (intrauterine device)
to IUS, (intrauterine system). The reason given is that it has
a coating of a synthetic progesterone hormone. It is said that
this releases 20 mcg. daily into the cavity of the uterus. This
then works in two ways – one way is the usual function of
the mechanical IUD, the other adds a hormonal factor. How
does it work? Considering the two functions, this would not
prevent ovulation in many cases. Also, it may or may not
hinder the transport of sperm through the uterus. One thing
it will do is to prevent implantation of a one-week-old
embryo in the lining of the womb. And it will do this for
two reasons. One is the simple mechanical effect of this
device, the other is a hormone effect. The bottom line is that
this is not a contraceptive, but certainly an abortive device.

3

��DR. WILLKE WRITES



INFANTICIDE IN CANADA: Under new rules being
considered by the Alberta College of Physicians and
Surgeons, a doctor will be allowed to inject a fatal dose of
sodium chloride into the heart of a seriously malformed
unborn baby prior to birth. If born, the infant should have a
“do not resuscitate” order and be left without food or fluids
until death. The instruction speaks of “lethal defect”, but if
such a baby is surely going to die after birth, why risk injur-
ing the mother by such an injection when waiting for a
normal delivery is the safest thing to do?

U.S. DOCTORS OPPOSE EUTHANASIA: The
American College of Physicians, the United States second
largest medical organization, with 90,000 members, has
joined the American Medical Association in officially
opposing assisted suicide. “We must solve the problems of
inadequate care at the end of life, not avoid them through
practices like assisted suicide… Providing more and better
care for pain and suffering, treating depression more
aggressively, increasing access to hospice care are all
essential to helping terminally ill patients die more
comfortably,” the organization stated. It further noted that
assisted suicide would damage the patient-physician
relationship, jeopardize the medical profession’s role of
only healing, and lessen the value placed on life. It did
emphasize the group’s strong support for a patient’s right to
refuse treatment or to halt treatment.

ONCOLOGISTS AND EUTHANASIA: In a study just
published in the Annals of Internal Medicine, it was found
that support for assisted suicide and euthanasia among
physicians specializing in cancer treatment has dropped
sharply. In 1994, 45% of oncologists supported physician-
assisted suicide. In 1998, only 22% still supported it. How
many would support the direct killing of the patient by
lethal injection? In 1994, 22% said yes; in 1998, only 6%.
The authors of the study stated that the change was
primarily due to “expanding knowledge about how to facil-
itate a good death, which made euthanasia and physician-
assisted suicide no longer seem necessary or desirable.”

PAS AFTER FETAL ABNORMALITY: Psychological
stress has been found to be significantly higher three
months later among women who terminated their pregnan-
cies between 24 and 34 weeks, in cases of fetal abnormal-
ity than it was for women who delivered such babies after
34 weeks. (Hunfeld, et al, “Emotional Reactions in Women
Late in Pregnancy Following Ultrasound Diagnosis of
Severe or Lethal Fetal Malformation”, 13 Perinatal Diag-
noses, 603, 609, 1993). Furthermore, evidence exists that
protecting the child from abortion in such cases is better for
the mother as well as the baby. Studies of psychological

complications that occur within two years of an abortion
show that a disproportionate number of such complications
were related to abortions for fetal abnormality. (Zolese &
Blacker, “The Psychological Complications of Therapeutic
Abortions” 160 Br. J. Psych. 742, 1992.)

In Memoriam - Matthew Bulfin, M.D.
Dr. Bulfin began his
career as a professor of
OB and GYN at Loyola
University in Chicago.
Moving in 1970 to Ft.
Lauderdale, he became
chairman of the Holy
Cross Hospital and pres-
ident of their medical
staff. During his fruitful
life, he was given many
honors, but we will
remember him as the
founding president of the American Association of Pro-Life
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. He will be missed.

F.A.C.E. LAW AGAINST ABORTIONIST: A young
pregnant woman was on the operating table at the Aware
Women’s Center for Choice, an abortion chamber in
Florida. As the procedure began, she felt an acute abdomi-
nal pain and begged the abortionist to stop. He ordered his
four assistants to hold her down and continued the abortion
while she screamed for help. When it was over, she was
taken to the emergency room where it was shown that he
had perforated her uterus and lacerated her colon. Repara-
tive surgery was needed and also the removal of the now
dead baby. She entered a lawsuit, claiming that he had vio-
lated the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act
(FACE). This had been passed by Congress to silence coun-
selors outside of abortion chambers. Her argument, how-
ever, turned it around, and in a major setback for the abor-
tion industry, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals stated
that if she had been restrained for the purpose of preventing
her from obtaining any reproductive health service, then
this has violated the FACE Act. This decision by a federal
court of appeals has criminalized forced abortion. It can
now be used to help protect women against many abortion-
related abuses, including lack of informed consent.

CYTOTEC PRODUCES DEFORMITIES:
In the American Journal of Medical Genetics,
95 [2000]: (297-301.) Medical researchers

have reported on infants whose mothers took
Cytotec (Misoprostol) in an attempt to produce a

chemical abortion. The attempt failed and the babies went
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to term and were delivered. Quoting from the paper: “The
most striking manifestations common to the patients were
growth retardation, underdeveloped bones, short equino-
varus feet, rigidity of multiple joints with skin dimples and
webs, decreased movement of legs, hypoplasia or atrophy
of limb muscles, and absent tendon reflexes.” In the past,
other reports resultant from such exposure have noted cra-
nial nerve deficiency, microcephalus, delayed motor &
mental development, hydrocephaly & the Mobius anomaly. 

A BABY PAD: A convent in Germany has revived a prac-
tice from the 15th century. It has provided a hatch through
which mothers can place their unwanted newborns. On the
outside is a fingerprint pad so that mothers can leave proof
of their identity in case they want to reclaim their babies
later. If 8 weeks pass without the mother returning, the child
will be put up for adoption. Inside the hatch are a warm bed
and a bell to alert the sisters in the convent who have pre-
pared this new little welcome bed.

PROCLAMATION – PRESIDENT BUSH:
Stating that “Strong families make a strong
America,” President Bush  noted that teens
who sit down to dinner with the family seven

nights a week are 20% less likely to smoke,
drink or use illegal drugs. In contrast, teens who never eat
dinner with their families are 61% more likely to engage in
these harmful and illegal acts. Thank you, Mr. Bush, for
standing up for the family. 

JESSE JACKSON’S CHILD NOT ABORTED: The
mother of Reverend Jesse Jackson’s child, born out of wed-
lock, related an interesting aspect to this. She had breast
cancer a year before becoming pregnant and did not think
that she could conceive. She did. Two different doctors rec-
ommended to her that she have an abortion for fear that the
pregnancy would re-ignite her breast cancer. Thinking that
this was her only chance to have a child, she ignored those
recommendations and gave birth to the baby. Apparently,
both mother and child are doing just fine.

BLACK PRO-LIFE PROTEST: An African American
pro-abortion group had planned a summit at Howard Uni-
versity in D.C. Hearing of this, the Reverend Johnny
Hunter, director of the Life Education and Resource Net-
work, a black pro-life group, retaliated, stating: “Where is
the outrage for the 1,452 black children killed by abortion
every day?” He gathered several dozen of his members
from around the country and demonstrated on that campus
to offer a different message to its students.

QUIT SMOKING – SAVE BABY: Women
who quit smoking during the first trimester of
pregnancy could decrease the risk of stillbirth
by 25% and decrease the risk of infant mortal-

ity by 20%. Karen Wisborg, et al, at Aarhus
Univ. Hospital, Denmark, followed 25,000 pregnant women
for seven years. Compared to women who did not smoke,
the babies delivered by the smokers were twice as likely to
be stillborn and twice as likely to die after birth. If an expec-
tant mother quit during the first trimester of pregnancy, the
risks decreased to those similar to women who had not
smoked at all. This according to a study in The American
Journal of Epidemiology, 15 August 2000, as reported by
Reuters 8-17.

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY PRO-ABORTION:
The American Cancer Society’s National Board, recently
approved a resolution “supporting pluripotent stem cell
research.” This would not be upsetting if they had limited
themselves to stem cells obtained from already born
humans or umbilical cord blood in an ethical fashion.
Apparently, they have endorsed the direct killing of living
human embryos in order to obtain the stem cells that they
speak of. Perhaps we should not be surprised. For years
now, the American Cancer Society has engaged in a very
obvious, continuous and intensive cover-up of the relation-
ship between induced abortion and breast cancer.
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Dr. Willke’s book, Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
Past and Present, now newly revised, has just been pub-
lished in Spanish and in Polish. Copies are available from
our office. For more information on this or other items
available, please call the office at 513-728-7870 ext. 202.

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Albers and Mr.
Wesdorp of Cincinnati! They were area winners
in the Ohio Right to Life Sweepstakes.
Our congratulations also go out to all the winners.
Thank you to everyone who participated and sup-
ported Ohio Right to Life and Right to Life of
Greater Cincinnati. 
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Even though, as I said in the previous article in this
series, it can’t be scientifically proved that fetuses are
human beings, there is evidence that can settle the question
objectively. And it is essential for us to know what that evi-
dence is, since the issue isn’t a simple or straightforward
one.

For now, let’s consider just what’s the difference
between a human corpse and a human being. Obviously, the
corpse was a human being, and it has all of the human mate-
rial; but it’s not a human being any longer. What’s missing?

The obvious difference is that it’s not alive; but what
does that mean? Especially since some of the parts (cells)
may still be living even after the body as a whole dies.

The difference here is that the body doesn’t function as
a dynamic unit; the parts aren’t interacting in the way they
used to, in such a way that it’s “really” the body as a whole
that acts. That is, when Johnny is alive and hits Sally with
his fist, it’s Johnny who hits Sally, because what his fist does
is first and foremost what he does. In a living body, the parts
exist for and function for the whole; in fact, it’s the body as
a whole that built the parts in the first place. When the parts
are no longer functioning in “cooperation” with each other,
the body is dead.

So a human being, like every other living body, has a
unifying energy whereby the parts act together to make the
whole function as a unit.

And the major thing this unifying energy does (besides
unifying the body) is maintain the body as a whole at a high
energy-level. When this unifying energy is no longer acting,
the parts of the body decay: that is, lose energy and organi-

zation, and go down to their “ground state” lowest possible
energy-level; and, of course, each part of the body no longer
acts for the benefit of the whole, as it did when the body was
alive. 

And the fact that this unifying energy is necessary to a
body  also explains why a tissue culture of living human
cells is not a human being, even though each cell is alive,
and each cell has the full human genetic structure. The cells
in the tissue culture just “do their own thing,” and divide and
reproduce more skin cells, but don’t form themselves into a
complex organized unit, as the human body does. This
shows that the human unifying energy is not present in
them, and so the mass is not a human being.

Notice, however, that each cell is alive, and its parts
function together for the good of the cell—and yet  that
doesn’t make each cell a human being. So being alive and
having the human genetic structure is not a sufficient condi-
tion for being a human being, though it’s a necessary one. So
we have a way to go before we find out what makes a body
a human being.

But even at this point, we can answer some questions.
For instance, when a woman says she has a right to do what
she wants with her own body, does that include her fetus? Is
the fetus in fact a part of the mother’s body? 

But that’s for the next article.

STRAIGHT TALK by George A. Blair

On Friday and Saturday, Dr. Reardon noted that the majority of women who choose abortion do so because
they feel they have no other choice. They need to know that God forgives them and that we do, too. He stated that
the reality of abortion for a woman is twofold - it destroys her baby and exposes her to a wide range of physical,
emotional and spiritual risks and complications. Dr. Reardon predicted abortion will become unthinkable when the
truth that abortion hurts women is understood.

John Kindley focused on the link between abortion and breast cancer and discussed the need for women to be
fully informed of this risk before undergoing an abortion. Georgette Forney put a human face on abortion by talk-
ing about her own experience with abortion and her counseling of post abortion women and their families. 

All in all, it was a jam-packed weekend of events that were educational, inspiring and fun. Thanks to all who
participated. Stay tuned for next year’s plans. 

If you missed the banquet or seminar, tapes of the talks are available by calling Right to Life at 728-7870.

An Evening for Life - A Grand Eventcontinued from page 1
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THE WHY REPORT
c o m m e n t s  &  i n f o  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n  n e x t

For some time now, I’ve been on
the Planned Parenthood mailing list.
Unfortunately, “Pro-Choice” cam-
paign donation solicitations began to
creep into my mailbox, out of the
blue, almost a year ago. Surprised and
appalled, I spotted their logo on an
envelope in my stack of bills and mar-
veled at how on earth my address got
into their hands. But before I could
toss their letter into the wastebasket, I
felt as if God had grinned slightly at
this obvious mistake on their part. He
knew it would provide me countless
revelations into the depth and breadth
of what I believe is the world’s most
successful lie: That the conceived
unborn are not human, valuable, or
accounted for. Worse, they are
unwanted invaders. They are killed
for a perceived affront on women’s
bodies.

Planned Parenthood’s recent
mailer, as I re-read it today, eerily
mirrors the tragedies in America of
September 11. Newsstand-like head-
lines pop off the page in declaration
that the authors are “in a war against
violence.” Transcripted sound bites
recant stories of religious fanatics
who’ve violently, sometimes fatally
attacked clinic workers while ran-
sacking their buildings. Paragraphs
later, matter-of-fact statements are

made regarding the sad reality that
even this newsletter, had it been
received by their offices, would be
carefully scrutinized by authorities
before being opened due to the rash of
mail bombs they've received. “Darn
it!” I thought out loud. “They’re
right!” On this issue alone, they have
a point. We have not provided them
our best example of holy warfare—
especially when we consider the sen-
sitive and fragile lives at stake. It’s
true. We’ve blown it.

There is no question that the
unborn are worth fighting for. They
have no voice, and are victims of the
very individuals whom God in His
sovereignty has appointed to nurture,
love, and protect them. But the pro-
life message of hope and help hasn’t
been clearly delivered to the so-called
pro-choice community. We are all
responsible for that. Anger on the part
of a few people prompted violence on
their part and wrongly took punish-
ment out of God’s hands. Our hatred
of the sin of murder has prompted
abhorrence of the murderer and their
accomplices, forfeiting opportunities
of redemptive revelation on a broader
scale through relationship and grace.
Our religiousness often shams and
rejects those we judge immoral and
evil, while it is possible these people

are simply ignorant of the truth. We
often fail to understand that this war
between the “life” and the “choice” in
its basic components is equal parts
spiritual and intellectual.

The proponents of Planned Parent-
hood appear to be professional, aca-
demic, and to the unenlightened per-
son, logical. Regardless of our past
rules of engagement, our battle tactics
must now be peaceful governmental
intervention through legislation and
accountability, organized educational
networks, and intelligent utilization
of the media. Thankfully, this is
where we’re headed. 

b y
A d r i e n n e  G r e e n e

CHAPTER MEETINGS – GUESTS WELCOME

RTL of Butler County will meet on Mon., Dec. 1,
2001, 7:30 PM. Hamilton Christian Center, 1940 Mill-
ville Ave. For more info call Linda at 513-896-6580.

Warren County RTL meets the first Thursday of
every month, 7-9 PM. Lebanon Christian School, 1436
Deerfield Rd. For more info, call Lori 513-932-3554.

MARCH FOR LIFE 2002
Organize a group from your church or school now! This
year’s March for Life will be on Tuesday, January 22.
Cost is $85/student and $90/adult. If you are interested,
call and make your reservations now. Final payment for
the trip will be due on Tuesday, January 15, 2002. For
reservations and information, please call Betsy at 513-
683-5811. 
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This year we are offering a beautiful new, full-color Christmas card featuring
the Madonna and Child subtly framed in blue and gold. Each package contains
10 cards and is available for a donation of $5 ($7 if mailed).
Inside greeting: “May Christ come to you this Christmas with
the gift of Love, the blessing of Hope, and the promise of Peace.”

THE ZONE BOOK - This new, exciting coupon book contains more than 400 pages of coupons for discounts
at local retail stores, specialty stores, restaurants, and recreational activities. In addition, there are $50 in
grocery and pharmacy coupons! By purchasing this book you are supporting “The Zone,” a local program
commited to creating a positive influence on young people in our community. The books are $20 each
(plus $2 S & H, $5 for rush orders).

THE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK - The 2002 edition of the Entertainment Book has arrived! It’s the same great
book for the same great price of $35 ($2 S&H, $5 for rush orders).

To order any of the above items, please send your order with check or money order to Right to Life, 1802
W. Galbraith Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45239. To order with a Visa or Master Card, please call the office at
513-728-7870.


